211.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF WOMEN'S INDIAN
COUNCID
[November 18, 1931\
Gandhyi took the opportunity of correcting various fantastic notions about the women of India and presented a vivid picture of the heroic part they had played during the last struggle He said:
They are perhaps in many ways superior to you. You had to go through untold suffering to win your suffrage. In India women got it for the asking. No hindrances ha\e been placed in the way of their entering public life and the Congress had not only women for its Presidents, but had Mrs. Naidu as a member of its Cabinet. For several years, and during the last struggle when our organizations were declared illegal and those in charge of them put into prison, it was the women who came to the forefront, took the place of "dictators" and filled the jails That, however, does not mean that they have not suffered at the hands of men. They have had their bitter cups to drink, but I have no hesitation in telling you that what you have read in Miss Mayo's book about India is 99 per cent untrue. I have read the book from cover to cover and as I finished it I exclaimed that it was verily a drain inspector's report3. Some of the things she has said are true, but her generalizations are absolutely false, and several statements in the book are pure figments of her imagination.
He then went on to describe how last year they came out of their homes in one mass and showed an awakening which was miraculous. They took part in processions, defied the law, and bore the lathi, without raising a little finger, without swearing at the police, and used their power of persuasion to wean the drunkard from drink and the sellers and purchasers of foreign cloth from it. It was not a learned woman like Sarojini Naidu but an unlettered woman4 who had borne lathi blows on her head which bled profusely whilst she stood unflinching, ordering her companions not to move from their posts, and converted
1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "London Letter".   The meeting was organized by Agatha Harrison and took place at Morley College.
2 According to a report in The Hindustan Times 9 21-11-1931, the meeting took place on this date.
3 Vide Vol. XXXIV, pp   539-47.
4  Gangabehn Vaidya; vide Vol. XLV, p. 136.
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